
Boston Whaler 320 Vantage (2015-)
Brief Summary
There’s a new player in town for the battle of bowrider supremacy. Boston Whaler has outdone itself with its

newest launch, now the largest of the versatile Vantage Series of dual console bowriders. We took a first

look at the Miami Boat Show and then gave her a full shakedown shortly after on Biscayne Bay, and found

her to be the most capable, and dare we say, elegant of the series. While the video makes its way through

the production process, lets look at the report and see just how well this new boat entertains, tows, fishes,

dives, lounges, cooks and yes… sleeps.

Price
Base Price$282679.00

Prices, features, designs, and equipment are subject to change. Please see your local dealer or visit the

builder's website for the latest information available on this boat model.

Key Features
Molded-in insulated cooler on centerline

Cockpit utility center includes 18 gal. livewell/cooler

Molded fiberglass starboard dive/boarding door with removable dive ladder

Fusion AM/FM with 6 waterproof speakers and MP3/USB inputs

VesselView 4'' display

Port console convertible berth

Double convertible port lounge seat with storage

Fold-out stern seat with elevated backrest

Deluxe custom helm seat with electric high/low pedestal

Captain's pocket storage below the dash

Test Results

RPM MPH Knots GPH MPG NMPG STAT. MILE NM dBa

600 3.2 2.7 1.29 2.45 2.13 607 528 61
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RPM MPH Knots GPH MPG NMPG STAT. MILE NM dBa

1000 5.5 4.8 2.43 2.26 1.97 560 487 65

1500 7.9 6.9 3.68 2.15 1.87 532 463 67

2000 9.1 7.9 5.97 1.53 1.33 378 328 71

2500 10.1 8.7 10 1.01 0.87 249 216 75

3000 14.9 13 13.5 1.1 0.96 273 238 77

3500 19.3 16.8 17.6 1.1 0.95 271 236 80

4000 24.1 20.9 21 1.15 1 283 246 82

4500 30.2 26.2 24.25 1.24 1.08 308 268 83

5000 36.6 31.8 28.8 1.27 1.11 315 274 87

5500 42.4 36.8 40.6 1.04 0.91 258 224 86

6000 47.1 41 51.55 0.91 0.79 226 197 87

6350 49.1 42.7 60.25 0.81 0.71 201 175 87

View the test results in metric units
bostonwhaler_320vantage_chart_15.jpgImage not found or type unknown

Specifications

Length Overall 33' 6'' / 10.21 m

BEAM 10' 4'' | 3.15 m
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Dry Weight 8,900 lbs. | 4,027 kg

Tested Weight 13,358 lbs. | 6,059 kg

Draft 22'' | 0.56 m

Draft Up

Draft Down

Air Draft

Deadrise/Transom 21-deg.

Max Headroom open

Bridge Clearance 9' 6'' | 2.90 m (max)

Weight Capacity

Person Capacity

Fuel Capacity 275 gal. | 1,041 L

Water Capacity 30 gal. | 113.5 L

Length on Trailer

Height on Trailer

Trailer Weight

Total Weight 13,358 lbs. | 6,059 kg
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Aft Deck

Salon Inside Width

Salon Fore & Aft

Salon Height

Salon Volume

Galley Volume

Master SR Width

Master SR fore & Aft

Master SR Overhead

Master SR Volume

Eng. Room Volume

Acceleration Times & Conditions

Time to Plane 3.9 sec.

0 to 20

Ratio 1.75:1

Props 14 5/8 x 17 Rev 4 blade

Load 2 persons, 11/20 fuel, 7/10 water, 50 lbs. of gear
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Climate 45 deg., 40 humid.; wind: 10-20 mph; seas: light chop

Contents of Report
Overview

Distinguishing Features

Major Features

The Build

Performance

Handling

Operational Features

Helm

Mechanical Room

Features Inspection

Entertaining

Versatility in Seating

Bow Seating

Stay the Night!

Fishing Features

Watersports

Observations

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

Boston Whaler’s new 320 Vantage includes everything but the kitchen sink…. scratch that… she’s got that

too.
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Overview
It’s remarkably easy to be impressed with the 320 Vantage. Very rarely do we see a boat, so well built that

also does so much so well. Thanks to the in-house design team headed by Design Manager, Charlie Foss,

she’s a premium example of how well Boston Whaler designs a boat, but more to the point, she’s also a

representative example of how well the company engineers a boat. Let’s look at some examples.

Engineered for Function
Boston Whaler gets it and its design solutions can only be described as elegant.

Take a Look Under the Hatch at the Foredeck. This is a space where we’ve seen how some companies

offer either a bow reboarding ladder, or an anchor locker. Some offer both, but few do as good a job of it as

we see on the 320 Vantage. Whaler managed to accomplish it along with adding a windlass, a remote

control, a washdown, a cleat to secure the rode and the easiest safety latching method we’ve seen. All

under a large hatch that is back-gelled for good looks both inside and out.

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

Under the foredeck hatch is a four-step beach reboarding ladder.
Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

With the ladder slid forward there's easy access to the ground tackle. Notice the simple way a safety pin

holds the anchor in place when not in use. We are also happy to see that Boston Whaler included a cleat to

secure the anchor rode.

The hull side dive door is a unique feature in class, and certainly a welcome one. But it takes more than

just cutting out a square in the bulwarks, adding a set of hinges and calling it a day. Serious consideration

has to go into maintaining the hull strength and integrity. More to the point though, is making it work well.

We’ve seen dive doors that require strongman competitors to work the hardware and get the things to open

and close. Here, a massive and beefy stainless latch has a thumb release to allow turning to release the

door.

And the hinges are a work of art. They support the door along with allowing it to swing in so that the sheer

width of the door clears the bulwarks. A stainless steel baseplate serves as a mounting point for a

reboarding ladder that is strong enough to support a person wearing full dive gear.
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A lot of engineering went into the hinging mechanism for the hull side dive door.
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But there’s one last thing that makes this door so elegant. It doesn’t swing out and into the water. It swings

in so that it can also serve as a more comfortable, and certainly classier, entry to the premium level cockpit.

Now Let’s Move on to the Convertible Seats. First, how not to do it. When it comes to having something

as simple as a seatback be movable, it seems like some builders liken the method to rocket science. From

the complicated “lift to release” style that often takes two people to accomplish, to the “pull-pin” method that

almost takes a pair of pliers to manipulate.

Boston Whaler’s method is to have a grab handle to the side of the seatback with a “trigger” inside that gets

a simple squeeze. This pulls a wire through a cable connected to a release mechanism at the base of the

seatback allowing it to slide through the arc of the mounting hardware. Release the trigger and the

mechanism drops into catches to hold its position. It’s easy.

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

A simple release trigger to the sides of the seats is all it takes to reconfigure the seatbacks.
Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

The trigger releases a mechanism at the base of the seatback that allows the seat to move from one locking

position to the next.

The standard hardtop has been given a redesign and now the supports seamlessly blend into the windshield

frames. To the aft end, optional rod holders can be mounted to the sides. Above, Boston Whaler added LED

courtesy lights, speakers, a two color map light, spreader lights fore and aft, an elevated tow point, an

optional SureSHADE retractable awning, grab handles and two optional opening hatches that are hinged at

the rear to draw air into the cockpit deck.

Distinguishing Features
• Dual Consoles. As surprising as it may seem, the Vantage Series are the first dual console models in the

Boston Whaler fleet. What distinguishes them from other dual console boats on the market is that the port

companion seat is doublewide thanks to the offset walkthrough to the bow. This also makes the port console

larger than the starboard console.

• Multi-purpose Design Layout. There's been a trend lately of marketing departments calling boats multi-

purpose simply because they have a head or trolling motor. This 320 Vantage has been designed from the

keel up to serve as a multi-purpose platform and as such is better suited to the task, whatever it may be.

• Option Packages Catering to the Activity. Regardless of what activity is chosen for the 320 Vantage, an

options package allows it to be better accomplished. Additional fishing features can be added, entertaining
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features or watersports features.

• Built to Last a Lifetime. While it's easy to say that something can be "built to last a lifetime" or "destined

to be a classic", the simple fact is that Boston Whaler boats have a long history of exhibiting lasting power.

Just take a look at any marina and those Boston Whaler boats from the ‘70s are still around.

Major Features
• Side Boarding Door. A much appreciated item both from a boarding standpoint and for use of the 320

Vantage as a dive platform.

• Convertible Cockpit Seating. We counted 11 different configurations for enjoying the seating

arrangement in the cockpit.

• Overnight Accommodations. The portside console will sleep two…comfortably.

• Offset Bow Access. This allows for doublewide seating to port, both in the cockpit and in the bow.

• Bow and Stern Reboarding Ladders. Whether at the beach or on the hook, reboarding is a simple affair.

And both have washdowns for cleaning off before stepping aboard.

• Fishing Cockpit. The wide open cockpit is fully configured for fishing with a stow-away transom bench

seat, dual in-deck insulated fish lockers, rod holders, a livewell, toe rails, padded bolsters and a door that

can even allow tuna to be hauled aboard.

• On Deck Galley. Cooking meals is also part of the many talents the 320 Vantage has to offer.

• Standard Hardtop. This hardtop has gobs of features that we mention in the “engineering section” above.

• Optional Generator. When away from shore power, this will provide the electricity for the air conditioner,

cockpit grill and refrigerator.

• Floats Level if Swamped. It seems like this is taken for granted with Boston Whalers since it’s been the

staple of the company’s construction methods for so long. Only a few other boat brands build their boats

with this characteristic.

The Build
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Boston Whaler has a unique build process where the hull and deck come together, and then get injected

with expanding foam throughout. This foam fills all the void areas of the hull and provides sound deadening,

strengthening, floatation, and solidifies the entire boat in a Unibond hull. Just pound a fist against the hull of

any Boston Whaler and see what we mean.

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

Who can forget this classic image of the Boston Whaler cut in half and still able to drive off? We can clearly

see how the expanding foam fills the void between the deck and hull.

Performance
The Boston Whaler 320 Vantage has a length overall of 33'6" (10.21 m), a beam of 10'4" (3.15 m), and a

hull draft of 22” (56 cm). With an empty weight of 10,500 lbs. (4,763 kg) two people and test power, we had

a test weight of 13,400 lbs. (6,078 kg).
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Our test boat was powered by a pair of 350-hp Mercury Verado joystick outboards.

With the two 350-hp Mercury joystick outboards turning 14 5/8 x 17 Rev 4 props, we reached a top speed at

6350 rpm of 49.1 mph. At that speed we were burning 60.25 gph giving us a range of 201 miles. Best cruise

came in at 5000 rpm and 36.6 mph. That speed reduced the fuel burn to 28.80 gph and increased the range

to 315 miles while still holding back the 10% reserve. We had a time to plane of 3.9 seconds, reached 20

mph in 5.3 seconds and 30 mph in 9.0 seconds.

Handling
Handling was exemplary. Simply stated, nothing handles like a Boston Whaler. That’s a bold statement but

we can pretty much tell when driving one, even when we’re blindfolded (not that we do that sort of thing).

That solid construction method affects the strength to a level that can be felt when underway. The entire

boat absorbs the ride and as such, there’s no pounding when running through chop. With her wide bows

and sharp entry points she carves like a catamaran through the worst that a casual day on the water has to

offer. Would we take her out in a named storm? Of course not, but those afternoon winds that pop up are no

longer a concern when we find ourselves well offshore as they manifest.
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Top speeds during our test reached 49.1 miles per hour.

Turns are also more sedate, no matter how aggressive and heavy handed a test captain may get. And

there’s no chance of causing ventilation of the prop. Upon acceleration there’s plenty of weight ahead of the
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lateral center of gravity to keep the bowrise in check and thus visibility is not compromised. When taking

power off, she settles back into the water from a relatively level attitude.
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During turns, the 320 Vantage leans 15-degrees and remains comfortable throughout.
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Our test boat was equipped with the optional variable running surface which automatically adjusted the trim

throughout all running parameters.

Our test boat was fitted with the optional outboard joystick, which made short work of bringing the 320

Vantage into the tight confines of the marina. It's a progressive joystick, in that the farther it is pushed, the

more power will be applied to the engines. For that reason, unlike other joystick systems, this one does not

work best with gentle pulses of power but rather a relaxed hand using gentle controls to bring the boat into

position. We found little need to move the joystick farther than just out of its neutral position.

Operational Features
Helm
The helm seat is mechanically adjustable for sliding and swiveling by release mechanisms to the side. It is

electrically adjustable for height so easily converts from a seat into a leaning post. There is a flip-up bolster

and flip-down armrests.
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The helm seat swivels around to join the already abundant amount of seating in the cockpit.

The panel accommodates enough open real estate for a 12” (30.5 cm), 15” (38 cm), or 19” (48.3 cm)

navigation display, all offered as options by Boston Whaler. The Mercury VesselView display is to the right

hand side. Toggle switches line the top of the panel. To the side are the Mercury DTS (digital throttle and

shift) controls, and just behind is the optional joystick for increased maneuverability around the docks.
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The well laid out helm offers plenty of room for a wide array of navigation displays. Notice the control for the

optional outboard joystick to the side of the helm seat.
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Just behind the helm seat is a panel housing battery switches for both the house and engine start banks.

Directly adjacent are the dual ignitions. Pushbutton switches at the helm panel start the engines.
Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown
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The ship’s power panel is located inside the cabin in the port console.

The bonded, tempered-glass windshield is surrounded by an extremely thick powder coated frame and

includes a walkthrough windshield with air dam in the center.

Mechanical Room
In the center of the cockpit deck is a large hatch that allows access to what Boston Whaler calls its

mechanical room. It provides an easy point of entry, and serviceability, for all of the boat's pumps, thru-hull

fittings, seacocks, filters and generator.
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The mechanical room is located in the center of the cockpit deck.
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Storage for the optional cockpit table is just underneath the hatch.
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Just ahead of the outboards is a service platform that allows Boston Whaler to maintain a larger service

hatch beneath the platform.

Features Inspection
With so many personalities to this boat it’s hard to know where to begin, and certainly a stem to stern

walkthrough doesn’t seem to do justice to her. So instead, let’s look at her from a perspective of

functionality. Starting with the most obvious, entertaining.

Entertaining
This is a wide-open and roomy boat. And once aboard, the possibilities for entertaining as a gracious host

seem endless. Let’s start with where we’ll put all our guests.

Versatility in Seating
Seating is seemingly everywhere but in the cockpit it can also be reconfigured in so many different ways.

Portside seating in the cockpit consists of three, doublewide bench seats. The two aft seats have convertible

seatbacks that are easily moved thanks to well-engineered release mechanisms that create forward facing

seats, aft facing seats, forward or aft facing chaise lounges, lounges that face each other, and finally large

sun pads.

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown
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Here's a look at the many ways that the port side seating can be reconfigured into multiple parameters.

The forward companion seat is electrically-actuated to adjust for height in addition to having a flip-up bolster.

Additionally, it can be easily rotated to face the helm seat, or face aft and join in on the multiple

configurations of the two seats just behind.
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The doublewide port side companion seat also has its share of versatility.
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When the forward seat is used in conjunction with the aft seats even more versatility is offered.

There is also a pull-out bench seat along the transom that is in close enough proximity to the seats just

ahead to create full wrap-around seating if so desired. Optional tables are offered and there are two

positions in the cockpit where these can be mounted, either in behind or ahead of the two portside seats.

The table will be interchangeable between the two positions so a single table should serve the desired

purpose, if not then go ahead and order a pair.
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Add the aft transom seat into the mix and there's still more versatility to be had in the cockpit seating alone.

Aside from the seats being remarkably comfortable, they also offer a lot in the way of functionality. There is

storage underneath the seats. And recessed into the side bulwarks are stainless steel drink holders and

multiple 12V accessory plugs.
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Drink holders and accessory plugs are recessed into the side bulwarks.

Bow Seating
The bow is accessed from an offset windshield walkthrough. This arrangement makes the seating to the

port side slightly wider than the seating to starboard. The bow offers full wraparound seating with bolsters

surrounding the entire area. The forward facing lounge seats include flip-down armrests. Storage is

underneath all of the seats. A stainless steel grab handle is recessed into the side caprails. An optional

pedestal table, separate from the model designed for the cockpit, is available for the bow.

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

The comfortable bow area features wraparound seating with padded bolsters all around.
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An optional pedestal table turns the bow area into an al fresco dining area.

The forward center cushion flips open to expose a nonskid step to the elevated foredeck. Here, a hatch

opens to reveal a four step beach reboarding ladder sharing space with a through-the-stem anchor

complete with windlass and remote control.
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There is storage underneath all of the bow seats, including insulated storage fully forward that can be used

as a cooler. All hatches are held open by stainless steel gas assist struts, and are fully gasketed to prevent

water intrusion.

You're In My Sun!
Some people love the sun, some people hate it… either way Boston Whaler has it covered. At the aft end of

the hardtop, our test boat was fitted with an optional SureSHADE retractable awning. Another awning can

be fitted at the bow that runs between two poles that rest into the forward rod holders and then clips to the

forward end of the hardtop.
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An optional retractable SureSHADE awning can be extended from the rear of the hardtop via a switch at the

helm.

Grilling, Anyone?
Good times on the 320 Vantage are not limited to seating alone. Nor would we expect them to be. Over to

the starboard side, our test boat was fitted out with the "Summer Kitchen" that included an optional sink, and

cockpit refrigerator.

Boston Whaler 320 VantageImage not found or type unknown

An electric grill is fitted into the "Summer Kitchen" that adds great times to the outings on the water.
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A cockpit refrigerator also adds to the entertainment functionality of the 320 Vantage.
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A sink and insulated storage round out the features of the "Summer Kitchen".
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Blue courtesy lights surround the underside of the Corian counter of the “Summer Kitchen’’.

Stay the Night!
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The 320 Vantage also serves as a capable overnight boat. While she certainly won't accommodate the 12 to

14 people of her capacity rating overnight, she will serve to satisfy the needs for overnighting two people.

With the offset walkthrough to the bow, the port side console is large enough to accommodate a couch that

easily converts into a double berth. We measured 5'3" (1.6 m) of clearance from the deck to the overhead,

and 3' 8" (1.12 m) from the top of the couch to the overhead. The space includes natural light from an

overhead skylight as well as an opening vent just ahead of the skylight. LED lights provide artificial light and

there is even a TV mounted to the forward bulkhead.
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A couch that converts to overnight accommodations is located in the port console.
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An overhead skylight provides natural light, a TV is mounted to the forward bulkhead.

The couch can be easily converted to a berth by adding filler panels and moving the backrest cushions

down, in effect creating a twin size berth.
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With the backrest cushions repositioned, a twin size berth is created.

Rest Facilities
No family boat worth its salt would be complete without having an onboard head, and on the 320 Vantage

the spacious head compartment is inside the starboard console. It is among the roomiest we've seen in

class and even includes capabilities for showering. Just above the toilet is a hinged teak seat to

accommodate showering in the seated position. A Corian counter wraps around the side and rear of the

compartment with a rectangular sink recessed into the counter. The faucet above the sink has a pullout

sprayer to serve for showering.
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The head compartment features a Corian counter with sink and a pull-out sprayer.
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A teak seat is hinged just over the toilet to accommodate sitting while cleaning up.

Fishing Features
Being a crossover boat means that the 320 Vantage not only excels at rest and relaxation, but also as a

fishing platform. Short of running in the flats, the 320 Vantage can deliver. The fishing options begin with

adding rod holders to the hardtop supports, two to each side. This can be added as part of the fishing
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package that also includes a raw water washdown and stainless steel toe rails. An 18-gallon (68.1 L)

livewell is included in the Summer Kitchen. Two large fishboxes are included to either side of the cockpit

deck. If there's a desire to turn up the fishing features, a separate port side fishing prep station can be

ordered that takes the place of the aft port side cockpit seat. It includes a 40-gallon livewell with a light and a

convertible seat backrest. There is also an option for outriggers attached to the hardtop.
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Two rod holders to each side of the hardtop supports signal the beginning of the fishing features.
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Additional rod holders are located in the caprails both in the cockpit and at the bow.
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A livewell is included in the Summer Kitchen. The interior is blue, corners are rounded, and lighting is also

provided.
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Stainless steel toe rails and a raw water washdown are included in the optional fishing package.

Dive Platform
The 320 Vantage also makes a capable dive platform. A hullside dive door makes a great place to deploy

divers in full gear, and a stainless steel base at the entry will accommodate a reboarding ladder that will take

the weight of a person plus dive gear. A swing out grab handle is just to the inside of the entrance.

Watersports
When it comes to watersports, the 320 Vantage is also well-equipped. An elevated towpoint on the standard

hardtop will accommodate a tow rope for anything from skis to wakeboards to tubes. Re-boarding ladders

and freshwater showers are available both bow and stern.
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A three-step reboarding ladder is available at the stern, a four-step is at the bow.
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Freshwater showers are available at both the bow and stern.
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A dive door to the side of the cockpit is a welcome addition. It can also be used for hauling a fish aboard or

even for something as simple as boarding from a floating dock.

Standard Hardtop
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With a premium level boat such as this it stands to reason that the hardtop would be included as a standard

package. Naturally there are options available for the hardtop, most that we've already discussed…

Extendable aft shade, outriggers… But in and of itself, the hardtop is very well equipped. It starts with an

elevated towpoint in the center of the backend. The features continue with two LED spreader lights, an array

of blue courtesy lights, a two color map light, our test boat was fitted with two optional opening hatches, and

another spreader light fully forward. Of course there's also the mounting point for the radar antenna.
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The standard hardtop includes a multitude of features as well as serving as a mounting point for the optional

radar antenna.
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The supports for the hardtop are integrated into the windshield frames.
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Reinforced pads in the hardtops service mounting points for optional outriggers.

Observations
With a base price in the $350,000 to $370,000 range, clearly the 320 Vantage isn't cheap. But considering

the renowned longevity that Boston Whalers consistently exhibit, thanks to their near bulletproof

construction, the 320 Vantage should be around a long time. Also, it has all of the amenities one could ask

for in a boat in this class. We've also been long supporters of the dual console concept. It is a timeless

design that encourages diversification and functionality, and this is a trait that the 320 Vantage exploits to its

maximum. She is at once a remarkably functional boat and an exemplary handling boat.
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